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“Commercial Vehicle Accident Investigation, Enforcement and Airbags/Black Boxes” 

A commercial motor vehicle accident can occur in seconds.  Scattered amidst 

the wreckage and debris are the key elements as to how and why the accident 

took place.  The physical evidence, witness statements and vehicle damage can be 

difficult to interpret.  Commercial  vehicle accidents are often the most       vio-

lent and complex.  They are amongst the most difficult accidents to             in-

vestigate.  Commercial vehicles have been increasing in their sophistication in 

recent years, including anti-lock air brakes, satellite navigation systems and       col-

lision avoidance markings.  This course will familiarize the officer with basic com-

mercial vehicle accident investigation principles.  In addition, the course will provide training in the federal and 

state regulations       concerning commercial driver log books and commercial vehicle equipment.  Basic me-

chanical systems of commercial vehicles will also be explained.  In addition, the height, weight and length laws 

within the ORC will be discussed.  Finally, training will be provided in airbags and black box technology issues 

to aid the        officer in the investigative process. 

 
  Mr. Charles Veppert 
 
 

Mr. Veppert recently retired from the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol.  He had over 20 
years of law enforcement experience.  
Mr. Veppert is a Sergeant was assigned 
to the Ohio State Highway Patrol District 
Headquarters in Berea, Ohio.  Mr.       
Veppert is an ACTAR certified accident 
reconstructionist who investigated and 
reconstructed thousands of motor       
vehicle accidents in his career.  He is an 
expert witness in accident investigations 
and in reconstruction and has testified as 
an expert hundreds of times throughout 
the State of Ohio.  In addition, Mr.        
Veppert is a commercial vehicle          
enforcement expert who served as the 
commercial vehicle enforcement        co-
ordinator in northern Ohio for the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol.  Mr. Veppert is a 
MCSAP certified inspector through the U.
S. Department of Transportation and 
PUCO. 

• Commercial Vehicle Accident        
Investigation 

• Understanding Commercial Brake 
Systems 

• Anti-lock Air Brakes for Tractors 
and Trailers 

• Understanding How Speed              
Calculations Can Be Made 

• Definitions, Basic Terminology          
and Overview of the Trucking         
Industry 

ABOUT THE COURSES About the Instructor 

ABOUT THE TOPICS: 
• Federal Regulations and PUCO Laws 

• Commercial Drivers Licensing and Driver         
Qualifications 

• Driver’s Hours of Service and Log Books 

• Manifests, Bills of Lading, Consignor and 
Consignee 

• Commercial Vehicle Mechanical Systems 

• Ohio Commercial Vehicle Size, Weight and 
Height Laws 

• Airbags and Black Box Technology Issues 

rollover 

“black boxes” 

“airbags” 


